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 Specialty Services for Children 
with Vision Loss
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has held a contract with Perkins School (including the New England Consortium of Deafblind Projects) to provide Infant/Toddler services to children with vision loss in the Early Intervention system for many years.  The Infant/Toddler Program at Perkins has three major objectives:

· Involve infants, toddlers and their families in an empowering and coordinated program of home teaching and on-campus learning 

· Prepare children to enter the Perkins Early Learning Center or a community preschool at age three 

· Provide consultation and training to other professionals and to early intervention and daycare centers working with children with visual impairments or deafblindness
Referrals:


EIPs do not need to subcontract with Perkins or submit claims for these services as Perkins does this directly with DPH.  Perkins staffers consult to EI staff when Perkins becomes involved with children in the EIP and look forward to covisits to ensure that outcomes and intervention strategies are shared.  Perkins staff are happy to visit EIPs to describe their services, appropriate referrals, the referral process, and how Perkins and EI staff can work collaboratively.  Referrals can be made to Ruth Silverstein at 617-972-7332.   You may call Ruth or fax the attached referral form to her at 617-972-7231.  Be sure to have the child’s EIIS number available to reduce identification issues later on.  Ruth’s email address is ruth.silverstein@perkins.org if you have questions.
Eligibility:
Vision loss is a sensory condition that confers eligibility for Early Intervention as an established condition.  Several questions have arisen regarding children whose ophthalmological reports use different language than that specified on the Diagnosed Conditions list.  Use this additional information to determine which category varying terminology applies to on the MDPH Diagnosed Conditions List 

Blindness







includes


369.20
Blindness, both eyes                  
      Anopthalmia


369.60
Blindness, one eye                              Anopthalmia


377.75
Cortical Blindness               Cortical Vision Impairment



377.10
Optic Nerve Atrophy           Optic Nerve Hypoplasia



362.21
Retinopathy of Prematurity        Retrolental fibroplasia


Low Vision



369.20
Low vision, both eyes                 Albinism,   Aniridia 




    (20/70 best acuity with correction)     


369.70
Low vision, one eye

  
Some vision conditions may not permanently impact visual acuity and do not confer automatic eligibility.  Children with these conditions may be eligible on the basis of developmental delay.  If the team, based on their informed clinical opinion, finds the child eligible via ”clinical judgment”, referral for assessment by a Teacher of the Visually Impaired or Teacher of the Deafblind (both available through Perkins) should be made to address clinical and developmental needs.  These vision conditions include:

· Coloboma – may cause visual field defect

· Esotropia – needs patching/eyeglasses

· Myopia/hyperopia – usually corrected with glasses

· Nystagmus, congenital – this symptom requires further evaluation.  Child may be eligible based on the results of that evaluation or on the visual acuity measure

· Optic glioma – often a benign tumor for which medical treatment can be effective

· Structural conditions, including retinal detachments, glaucoma, cataracts, and strabismus – some children with these issues will have a degree of low vision or blindness; others my benefit from enrollment under the “clinical judgment” category for six months so that Perkins staff may consult to the family.  
When children with these vision conditions are not found to be eligible, families can be provided with a list of anticipated milestones and red flags that might indicate that the vision condition is impacting development.  They may request a re-evaluation if milestones are not reached or red flags are noted.  The re-evaluation should include a vision specialist to assess functional vision status.
The 20/70 best acuity with correction score is somewhat arbitrary for infants and toddlers and may be difficult to precisely measure in some children.  A score of 20/70 on a Preferential Looking Test is an imprecise reflection of visual abilities.  A functional vision assessment to more accurately discern the impact of the vision loss on development may be indicated.  The EIP may consider using the clinical judgment category if the child has questionable quality of skills or functioning to enlist vision services from Perkins to attain that functional vision assessment and help the child accommodate for his/her vision loss.  Ophthalmologists use variable language to describe acuity in the very young, with comments such as “vision at the low end of normal with delayed vision development” warranting concern (and likely eligibility).

Children with complex medical conditions have a higher than typical rate of vision loss.  Ongoing vision assessment should be part of their medical protocols, but in the face of more urgent health crises, may be overlooked.  Service coordinators should be aware if their medical conditions may compromise vision and promote ongoing vision assessment.
Children with diagnosed vision loss in the Early Intervention system should be referred to The Perkins Infant/Toddler Program.  In some cases, Perkins staff may not enroll a child in ongoing services but will provide periodic consultation to monitor any impact vision loss has on development and intervene only when indicated.  All services are individualized and may include home-based assessment and training for infants and toddlers and their families, consultation to community-based early intervention programs, and parent groups.  
More information about Perkins School for the Blind is available at www.perkins.org

Click on Community Programs, then on Educational Partnerships to read about infant/toddler services.
Visit the Perkins website section featuring e-learning opportunities and publications that are informative and relevant for EI specialists at www.perkins.org/resources/educator-series
An affiliated website that supports parents of children who are blind, including those with multiple disabilities, features articles written by parents who want to share what they have learned about raising a child who is blind and finding ways to connect with other families.  Please share it with appropriate families in your EIP:  www.wonderbaby.org
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