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About the Consortium
The Massachusetts early Intervention Consortium (MeIC) was formed in 1978 to serve as 
a statewide nonprofit educational and advocacy organization within the early Intervention 
community.  Its membership is made up of providers and consumers of early Intervention 
services in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. for 37 years, the Consortium has remained 
dedicated to the following objectives:  (1) to provide for and improve the quality of services and 
care for young children and their families including, but not limited to, toddlers, infants, those 
with special needs, and others considered at risk for developmental delays or disabilities; (2) to 
provide information and advocacy to consumers and providers; and, (3) to facilitate coordination 
among funding agents, providers, and consumers of care and services to young children and 
their families.

Who Should Attend and Why
Target participants include: early childhood educators, behavioral educators, child care providers, 
nurses, physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech-language pathologists, audiologists, 
social workers, mental health counselors, psychologists, program administrators, parents, higher 
education faculty, and students working with children ages birth to three who have or are at risk 
for developmental delays.

About PERCS  
Continuing education for the Massachusetts early Intervention Conference is sponsored by 
Professional education resources and Conference Services. 

Professional Education Resources and Conference Services (PerCS) is the Continuing education 
Division of Human Services Management Corporation (HSMC) which provides operations and 
consulting services for human service agencies. HSMC began providing conference services and 
trainings for a variety of profit and non-profit organizations in 1996.

About the Conference
The Massachusetts early Intervention Consortium Conference is an annual educational event 
for service providers and families of children ages birth to three who have or are at risk for 
developmental delays.  This two-day conference provides an opportunity for practitioners, 
researchers, physicians, higher education faculty, families and policy makers to join in learning 
and networking together.

Objectives include: 
	 •	 Expand	knowledge	of	issues	affecting	the	development	of	infants,	toddlers	and	families
	 •	 Explore	current	perspectives,	research	and	trends	related	to	best	practices	in	the	field
	 •	 Promote	intervention	that	supports,	challenges	and	celebrates	individual	differences
	 •	 Encourage	connections	among	all	early	childhood	professionals
	 •	 Instill	a	sense	of	confidence,	energy	and	achievement	for	continued	work	on	behalf	
  of infants and toddlers with special needs, and their families

For More Information
THE MASSACHUSETTS EARLY INTERVENTION CONSORTIUM

can be found on the web at:  www.maeic.net

for more information regarding the annual conference, please visit web.percs.info 
or contact Professional education resources and Conference Services (PERCS) 

at services@percs.info or 508-473-3882 x282



Exhibitors 2016 
Come prepared to browse and learn!  Current exhibitors include:

Keynote Speaker

and More!

Applied Behavioral learning Services
Autism Speaks, Inc.

Ava	Anderson	Non-Toxic
Bay Path university

Beacon ABA Services
Beacon Assessment Center
Behavioral Concepts, Inc.

Brookes Publishing
Children’s Vision Massachusetts

Clarke Schools for Hearing and Speech
Criterion Child enrichment

Designs by Sandra
early Intervention Parent leadership Project

eliot early Intervention Programs 
family TIeS of Massachusetts

HMeA
Integrated Children’s Therapies, Inc.

MA DPH/Bureau of environmental Health
MA DPH/early Intervention Training Center

MA family Sign language Program
Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing

Massachusetts Down Syndrome Congress
Massachusetts early Intervention Consortium

Massachusetts WIC Program
May Institute

northeast Arc Building Blocks
nurturing Parents and Teachers

Perkins School for the Blind educational Programs
Purple umbrella Jewelry

rCS Behavioral and educational Consulting
reADS Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program

roman Music Therapy Services
South Bay Mental Health early Childhood Services

The Artful educator
The Campus School at Boston College

The Humor Potential
The learning Center for the Deaf

The new england Center for Children
The Professional Center for Child Development

Thom Child and family Services
usborne Books 

Yogibo

Loretta LaRoche
loretta laroche is an acclaimed speaker, author and international stress 
management and humor consultant who has evoked wit and irreverent 
humor in her audience for over 30 years.  using humor to reframe a 
stressful situation, loretta captures a new perspective on the difficult 
parts of life. Her teaching style, credibility and incontestable humor are 
integral parts to her compelling presence.  She is founder and president 
of The Humor Potential, Inc., a company offering programs and 
products for life style management. loretta’s special brand of optimistic 
psychology has an undeniable positive effect on the health of all that are 
exposed	to	her.		As	an	acclaimed	author,	she	has	toured	with	the	Hay	
House, “I Can Do It!” conferences.  She is a well-recognized Hay House 
best-selling author of 8 books. 

loretta has “Sold out” venues across the country with her outrageous 
one-woman show:  Boston Symphony Hall, The Hanover Theatre, 
emerson Magestic, Berklee Perfoming Arts Center, Providence Performing 
Arts Theatre, Palace Theatre in Albany nY, Capital Centre for the Arts in 
Concord nH, Stadium Theatre, Telus Center in Canada, just to name a few.  loretta has toured with The 
Power Within sharing the stage with Arianna Huffington, former President Bill Clinton, ellen DeGeneres, 
Tony robbins and many other great leaders.  She is a well-recognized TV personality on PBS with seven 
one-woman television specials airing on 80 PBS stations across the country.  She has been nominated for 
local and prime time emmy Awards, and has appeared on Cnn, ABC, nBC and foX affiliates.



8:30 AM – 10:30 AM KEYNOTE ADDRESS
The Power of Humor and Optimism
 Loretta LaRoche, BA
 A life that is fulfilling is predicated on discovering how to use thoughts, feelings, and behaviors to enhance our mental and physical well-being.  Many of us go day to 

day hypnotized by internal dialogue that leads us down the path of negativity and unhappiness. It is often the result of parental and societal messages, but it can also 
be	an	inherited	predisposition	towards	depression	and/or	anxiety.	Optimism,	which	is	a	resiliency-based	model,	can	be	taught.	It	is	not	the	fairy	tale	concept	of	simply	
thinking	“positive	thoughts”,	but	rather	an	explanatory	style.	When	we	add	the	ingredient	of	humor,	our	ability	to	handle	life’s	inevitable	ups	and	downs	becomes	
more accessible.

 CEIS Competencies: Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.

TWO-DAY INTENSIVE WORKSHOP
Monday, May 9, 10:45 AM – 4:00 PM   (Attendees must attend both days of this workshop.  Part II - Tuesday, May 10, 8:30 AM - 12:45 PM)                             
M1/TU2:  Infant and Toddler Development
 Tricia Kiefer, MEd, CEIS 
 In this intensive workshop, developmental theories and milestones, current brain research, and children’s play behaviors will be reviewed and applied to practice. 

The	impact	of	a	variety	of	factors	such	as	culture,	economics,	language,	health	and	others	will	be	explored	and	considered	for	impact	on	children’s	development	and	
family functioning. Common developmental disabilities and risk factors will be discussed and strategies for intervention will be developed in terms of child/caregiver 
interactions. Target Level:  Beginner (Maximum capacity 50 participants) 

 CEIS Competencies:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 3.2

10:45 AM – 4:00 PM INTENSIVE 4 HOUR WORKSHOPS
M2:  Making Contact:  What to Say After You Say “Hello?”
 Barry Brown, LICSW
	 This	workshop	will	focus	on	creative	techniques	to	enhance	relationship	building	with	the	diversity	of	experiences	Early	Interventionist	Specialists	encounter	on	a	

daily basis. Topics will include: motivation and resistance, cultural dimensions, dealing with personal demons, trust vs. suspicion, and “the chaos factor.”  Via lecture, 
discussion, and handouts, attendees will learn to blend their personal qualities with creative strategies for engaging any family.

 CEIS Competencies:  3.2, 3.3, 6.2

M3:  Identifying and Treating Sensory-Based Feeding Issues
 Lisa van Gorder, OTR/L, CEIS
 This workshop will give clinicians and caregivers functional tools to assess feeding problems as well as practical strategies for treating children who are difficult or 

problem eaters.  An additional focus will be on the ability to identify sensory issues and how to create a functional sensory diet. (Maximum capacity 50 participants)
 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.7  

M4:  How to Deliver Sensitive News to Families
 Megan Selchan, MA, LMHC, CEIS and Jennifer O’Leary, BS, MBA
 While none of us entered into the field of early Intervention with the goal of delivering upsetting news to parents, it is part of our role as providers and something that 

can	deeply	impact	our	therapeutic	relationship	with	a	family.		This	workshop	will	allow	participants	to	explore	the	many	ways	in	which	we	deliver	sensitive	news	to	
parents	in	Early	Intervention.		Participants	will	learn	from	a	variety	of	parent	experiences	and	will	be	challenged	to	use	active	listening	and	self-assessment	skills	through	
play	and	experiential	 learning.		Also	addressed	will	be	how	to	deliver	feedback	on	evaluation	results	with	a	specific	focus	on	global	delays	and	Autism	Spectrum	
Disorders. 

 CEIS Competencies:  3.4 

M5:  Let’s Go For a Walk
 Donna Nimec, MD, MS, Lori Zambernardi, PT, PCS, and John Wall, PT, CPO
 This workshop will address aspects of care when the goal is to help a child learn to walk. A discussion of different conditions that contribute to a child’s inability to 

walk and appropriate treatment considerations will be offered, and a review of gait kinetics and kinematics will be provided.  Therapeutic goals as they relate to 
developmental milestones and quality of movement will be used to assess when it is appropriate to introduce assistive devices.   In addition, key aspects of team 
interventions to facilitate gait training will be emphasized. (Maximum capacity 55 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  2.4, 6.6

10:45 AM – 12:45 PM WORKSHOP A SESSIONS
A1:  Using Linked Data to Monitor Trends in Autism Spectrum Disorders and Assess EI Enrollment for Children Conceived via ART
 Dr. Hafsatou Diop, MD, MPH and Dr. Susan Manning, MD, MPH
 This workshop will present an overview of the Massachusetts Pregnancy to early life longitudinal (Pell) data system and use of Pell data linked with early Intervention 

program	data	to	examine	early	diagnoses	of	Autism	Spectrum	Disorders	before	age	3	years.		Workshop	presenters	will	also	provide	an	overview	of	a	Massachusetts	
Outcomes	Study	of	Assisted	Reproductive	Technology	(MOSART)	analysis	examining	EI	enrollment	among	children	conceived	using	assisted	reproductive	technologies	
(e.g., in-vitro fertilization) compared with children born to mothers without fertility issues.

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.    

A2:  Behavior Management and Music  Note: This workshop is repeated on Tuesday 
 Meredith Pizzi, BS, MT-BC and Kristina Barbo Rio, BS, MT-BC
	 Enriching	musical	experiences	in	early	childhood	can	support	the	overall	development	of	young	children.	This	workshop	will	focus	on	music	therapy	strategies	and	

interventions that can be used with young children to promote positive behavior throughout the day. Strategies will address transitions, daily living tasks, communication, 
and social interaction. Come ready to learn new songs you can use to build success and manage challenging behaviors at home and in the community. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.2, 6.5  

A3:  Prenatal and Early Childhood Trauma and Its Effects on the Brain
 Joe Lyons, PsyD
 This workshop will describe how trauma may occur prenatally and in early childhood, as well as the effects of trauma on brain development and functioning. 

Behavioral manifestations of early childhood trauma will be discussed with behavioral rationales provided. Target Level:  Intermediate
 CEIS Competencies:  1.2, 1.6 

A4:  Make Time for Reading:  Building Parent Capacities
 Jean Ciborowski-Fahey, PhD
 This workshop will showcase the science of how the young brain begins to wire itself for reading long before children learn to read with a focus on building parent 

capacities. Through simulation, participants will learn to show parents how to firm up the foundation for reading beginning in infancy.  
 CEIS Competencies:  1.2, 6.8  

A5:  An IGNITE Session:  The Regional Consultation Programs (RCPs)
 Darla Gundler, MA, Lea Wandelmaier, MS, Karen Cassidy, RN, LCSW, and Parents
 An Ignite session gives attendees a chance to hear from key people in our field who have both the passion and the knowledge to engage us in thought-proving 

presentations. Ignite sessions are designed to captivate and maintain the interest of the audience by providing presentations that are short, simple, entertaining, and 
engaging. This Ignite session will review the rCP, the top things that parents want professionals to know, and the top things providers want parents to know. 

 Note: This session may be used towards contact hours for professional education credit for APA only. 
 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.  

A6:  Uses and Misuses of iPad Technology with Young Children
 Ann Filer, Ed.D, BCBA-D, LABA
 Use	of	the	iPad	has	expanded	significantly	having	become	a	household	item	and	source	of	entertainment	for	children.	The	iPad	has	provided	parents	and	therapists	

easy access to age appropriate games and other skill-building products. However, certain uses of the device may impact a child’s development. This workshop will 
identify specific iPad activities that promote social and language skills, highlight common and regrettable misuses of the iPad, and discuss ways to prevent misuse of 
the iPad by children. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.6 

A7:  Addressing Environmental Barriers of Children with Disabilities and Their Families
 Jessica Kramer, PhD, OTR/L, Lindsay Rosenfeld, ScD, ScM, and Melissa Levin, LISCW
 Parents of young children with disabilities embark on a lifelong process of advocating for environments supporting their child’s needs. However, a child’s success is 

often	negatively	influenced	by	environmental	barriers	at	the	family,	community	and	policy	levels.	We	will	explore:	1)	social	ecological	and	health	literacy	frameworks;	2)	
new research; and, 3) critical thinking strategies to resolve environmental barriers to children’s participation. Attendees will also engage in the real-time development 
of an intervention.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.3, 3.5   

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM WORKSHOP B SESSIONS
B1:  Telling Your Story: A Workshop for Fathers
 Paul Melville, BS and Gabriel Fonseca, MS
 In this workshop, fathers will learn how their stories help children feel connected to them. Participants will create a quotes collage, tell personal stories, and paint a 

mural of what it means to be a father.                                    Note: This session may not be used towards contact hours for professional education credit.
 CEIS Competencies:  3.6  

B2: Promoting Positive Mealtimes
 Alison Schoenfeld, MS, CCC-SLP
 This workshop will offer therapeutic activities, suggestions, and strategies to help families enjoy more successful mealtimes.  Discussion topics will include: engaging 

picky eaters, increasing food repertoires, and improving family mealtimes.  Handouts and home carryover activities will be provided. 
 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.9  

B3:  Adapting Toys for Children with Motor and Sensory Needs
 Robyn Wolff, BS, OTR/L and Dorie Zackin, MFA
 This workshop will discuss the role of fine motor and self-care development for infants and toddlers and how many of the commercially available toys are not accessible 

to children with visual and/or physical disabilities.  Presenters will also discuss simple adaptations that can be made to help children become more independent during 
playtime. Target Level:  Beginner

 CEIS Competencies:  6.6    

B4:  The Mind-Body Connection:  Making Calm Your New Normal  Note: This workshop is repeated on Tuesday
 Beth Williamson-Ruse, MSW, CEIS
 feeling stressed out?overwhelmed? This inspiring and informative workshop will provide a “tool kit” of techniques that you can use to promote positive changes in your life. 

Participants will be introduced to the principles of the mind-body connection with focus placed on teaching self-care practices such as breathing techniques, mindfulness and 
appreciation.These research-based techniques have been shown to reduce the effects of stress and help create more calm in your life. (Maximum capacity 45 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.  

B5:  Using the Early Start Denver Model in Early Intervention for Young Toddlers with Autism 
 Jennifer Epstein, Psy.D and Holly Moriarty, BA
 Many approaches to early Intervention result in developmental gains for infants and toddlers.  The early Start Denver Model (eSDM) is an intervention model for children 

ages 12 to 48 months with autism that blends developmental and behavioral principles to provide intervention emphasizing social reciprocity and engagement while 
targeting	goal	areas	across	a	broad	range	of	skill	areas.	This	workshop	will	review	ESDM	methods,	present	video	examples,	and	share	parent	perspectives.		Presenters	
will review how eI therapists may use eSDM to imbed techniques to support parents and teach skills through play.  (Maximum capacity 50 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.4, 6.7    

B6:  Applying Sensory Processing Techniques to Positively Impact Behavior 
 Amanda Martinage, OTR/L, M.Ed
 What is sensory processing?  How do sensory processing difficulties present in a child?  What is a sensory diet?  Do sensory-based strategies work?  Is there research to 

support these strategies?  understanding sensory integration theory and what dysfunction looks like will impact the way you view and work with children.  Individuals 
attending this workshop will develop an understanding of the basic concepts of sensory processing, dysfunction and its implications on behavior, and how to create 
and implement sensory diets and research their efficacy. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.7   

B7:  Steps Toward Success for Early Intervention Providers and Families of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children 
 Katie Prins McCarthy, MBA and Jessica Zakrajsek, Parent
 every family with a child diagnosed with deafness or hearing loss should receive appropriate guidance through early Intervention.  Moderated by a deaf professional 

and a parent of a child in early Intervention, this workshop will provide tools and resources for the provider and family to work together for the benefit of the child, 
including the development of advocacy skills as the child turns three years of age. 

 CEIS Competencies:  3.5, 5.5

B8:  Essential Programs to Empower and Coach Caregivers: Fostering Parent Leadership and Wellness
 Joanne Travers, MIM, CIPP, KYT
 The	complexity	of	parenting	a	child	with	a	disability,	high	levels	of	stress,	and	overload	of	content	in	the	related	disability	field	suggest	a	traditional	approach	to	parent	

education and empowerment will not be effective and must change. While content to effectively empower and coach caregivers will be introduced, this workshop will 
mainly focus on fostering parent leadership with well-being in mind. Strengths assessment, storytelling, and self-actualization techniques will be used to foster competence, 
trust, cohesion, resilience, collaboration, peer-to-peer support, and advocacy. Professionals working with families of children with disabilities will learn how to enrich their 
practice by infusing the presenter’s suggested activities and meaningful discussion into their style of parent intervention. (Maximum capacity 75 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  5.5, 3.1   

View the brochure online at web.percs.info and register! 

1	 7:30		–		 8:15		 Registration/Exhibits	•	Continental	Breakfast
 8:15  –  8:30 Welcome Address 
 8:30  –  10:30  KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  loretta laroche
	 10:30		–		 10:45			 Break/Exhibits
 10:45  –  4:00  Intensive 4 Hour Workshops: M2, M3, M4, M5
 10:45  –  12:45  Workshop A Sessions
	 12:45		–		 2:00		 Lunch/Exhibits
 2:00  –  4:00  Workshop B Sessions Unless otherwise noted, target audience for workshops is all levels of experience/interest

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2016

Schedule Day



A4:  Make Time for Reading:  Building Parent Capacities
 Jean Ciborowski-Fahey, PhD
 This workshop will showcase the science of how the young brain begins to wire itself for reading long before children learn to read with a focus on building parent 

capacities. Through simulation, participants will learn to show parents how to firm up the foundation for reading beginning in infancy.  
 CEIS Competencies:  1.2, 6.8  

A5:  An IGNITE Session:  The Regional Consultation Programs (RCPs)
 Darla Gundler, MA, Lea Wandelmaier, MS, Karen Cassidy, RN, LCSW, and Parents
 An Ignite session gives attendees a chance to hear from key people in our field who have both the passion and the knowledge to engage us in thought-proving 

presentations. Ignite sessions are designed to captivate and maintain the interest of the audience by providing presentations that are short, simple, entertaining, and 
engaging. This Ignite session will review the rCP, the top things that parents want professionals to know, and the top things providers want parents to know. 

 Note: This session may be used towards contact hours for professional education credit for APA only. 
 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.  

A6:  Uses and Misuses of iPad Technology with Young Children
 Ann Filer, Ed.D, BCBA-D, LABA
 Use	of	the	iPad	has	expanded	significantly	having	become	a	household	item	and	source	of	entertainment	for	children.	The	iPad	has	provided	parents	and	therapists	

easy access to age appropriate games and other skill-building products. However, certain uses of the device may impact a child’s development. This workshop will 
identify specific iPad activities that promote social and language skills, highlight common and regrettable misuses of the iPad, and discuss ways to prevent misuse of 
the iPad by children. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.6 

A7:  Addressing Environmental Barriers of Children with Disabilities and Their Families
 Jessica Kramer, PhD, OTR/L, Lindsay Rosenfeld, ScD, ScM, and Melissa Levin, LISCW
 Parents of young children with disabilities embark on a lifelong process of advocating for environments supporting their child’s needs. However, a child’s success is 

often	negatively	influenced	by	environmental	barriers	at	the	family,	community	and	policy	levels.	We	will	explore:	1)	social	ecological	and	health	literacy	frameworks;	2)	
new research; and, 3) critical thinking strategies to resolve environmental barriers to children’s participation. Attendees will also engage in the real-time development 
of an intervention.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.3, 3.5   

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM WORKSHOP B SESSIONS
B1:  Telling Your Story: A Workshop for Fathers
 Paul Melville, BS and Gabriel Fonseca, MS
 In this workshop, fathers will learn how their stories help children feel connected to them. Participants will create a quotes collage, tell personal stories, and paint a 

mural of what it means to be a father.                                    Note: This session may not be used towards contact hours for professional education credit.
 CEIS Competencies:  3.6  

B2: Promoting Positive Mealtimes
 Alison Schoenfeld, MS, CCC-SLP
 This workshop will offer therapeutic activities, suggestions, and strategies to help families enjoy more successful mealtimes.  Discussion topics will include: engaging 

picky eaters, increasing food repertoires, and improving family mealtimes.  Handouts and home carryover activities will be provided. 
 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.9  

B3:  Adapting Toys for Children with Motor and Sensory Needs
 Robyn Wolff, BS, OTR/L and Dorie Zackin, MFA
 This workshop will discuss the role of fine motor and self-care development for infants and toddlers and how many of the commercially available toys are not accessible 

to children with visual and/or physical disabilities.  Presenters will also discuss simple adaptations that can be made to help children become more independent during 
playtime. Target Level:  Beginner

 CEIS Competencies:  6.6    

B4:  The Mind-Body Connection:  Making Calm Your New Normal  Note: This workshop is repeated on Tuesday
 Beth Williamson-Ruse, MSW, CEIS
 feeling stressed out?overwhelmed? This inspiring and informative workshop will provide a “tool kit” of techniques that you can use to promote positive changes in your life. 

Participants will be introduced to the principles of the mind-body connection with focus placed on teaching self-care practices such as breathing techniques, mindfulness and 
appreciation.These research-based techniques have been shown to reduce the effects of stress and help create more calm in your life. (Maximum capacity 45 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.  

B5:  Using the Early Start Denver Model in Early Intervention for Young Toddlers with Autism 
 Jennifer Epstein, Psy.D and Holly Moriarty, BA
 Many approaches to early Intervention result in developmental gains for infants and toddlers.  The early Start Denver Model (eSDM) is an intervention model for children 

ages 12 to 48 months with autism that blends developmental and behavioral principles to provide intervention emphasizing social reciprocity and engagement while 
targeting	goal	areas	across	a	broad	range	of	skill	areas.	This	workshop	will	review	ESDM	methods,	present	video	examples,	and	share	parent	perspectives.		Presenters	
will review how eI therapists may use eSDM to imbed techniques to support parents and teach skills through play.  (Maximum capacity 50 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.4, 6.7    

B6:  Applying Sensory Processing Techniques to Positively Impact Behavior 
 Amanda Martinage, OTR/L, M.Ed
 What is sensory processing?  How do sensory processing difficulties present in a child?  What is a sensory diet?  Do sensory-based strategies work?  Is there research to 

support these strategies?  understanding sensory integration theory and what dysfunction looks like will impact the way you view and work with children.  Individuals 
attending this workshop will develop an understanding of the basic concepts of sensory processing, dysfunction and its implications on behavior, and how to create 
and implement sensory diets and research their efficacy. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.7   

B7:  Steps Toward Success for Early Intervention Providers and Families of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children 
 Katie Prins McCarthy, MBA and Jessica Zakrajsek, Parent
 every family with a child diagnosed with deafness or hearing loss should receive appropriate guidance through early Intervention.  Moderated by a deaf professional 

and a parent of a child in early Intervention, this workshop will provide tools and resources for the provider and family to work together for the benefit of the child, 
including the development of advocacy skills as the child turns three years of age. 

 CEIS Competencies:  3.5, 5.5

B8:  Essential Programs to Empower and Coach Caregivers: Fostering Parent Leadership and Wellness
 Joanne Travers, MIM, CIPP, KYT
 The	complexity	of	parenting	a	child	with	a	disability,	high	levels	of	stress,	and	overload	of	content	in	the	related	disability	field	suggest	a	traditional	approach	to	parent	

education and empowerment will not be effective and must change. While content to effectively empower and coach caregivers will be introduced, this workshop will 
mainly focus on fostering parent leadership with well-being in mind. Strengths assessment, storytelling, and self-actualization techniques will be used to foster competence, 
trust, cohesion, resilience, collaboration, peer-to-peer support, and advocacy. Professionals working with families of children with disabilities will learn how to enrich their 
practice by infusing the presenter’s suggested activities and meaningful discussion into their style of parent intervention. (Maximum capacity 75 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  5.5, 3.1   

View the brochure online at web.percs.info and register! 

Day 1



8:30 AM – 4:00 PM INTENSIVE FULL-DAY 6 HOUR WORKSHOP
TU1: The Pre-Term Infant:  Considerations for Early Intervention Clinicians
 Kim Chevalier, BSN, ME and Melissa Stern, MS, OTR/L
 This workshop will provide learners with a basic foundation for working with preterm infants and their families.  Participants will learn about causes, complications, and 

specific medical conditions related to prematurity as well as the ways infants communicate.  Parent reactions and the psycho-social impact of giving birth prematurely 
will also be discussed.  Motor issues related to prematurity, positioning, and handling techniques will be reviewed, and an overview of the newborn Behavioral 
observations (nBo) system will be discussed.  Target Level: Intermediate  (Maximum capacity 50 participants)

 CEIS  Competencies:  1.5, 4.4, 6.8, 6.9

TWO-DAY INTENSIVE WORKSHOP - Continued
Tuesday, May 10, 8:30 AM – 12:45 PM  (Attendees must attend both days of this workshop. Part 1 – Monday, May 9, 10:45 AM - 4:00 PM)    

 M1/TU2:  Infant and Toddler Development
 Tricia Kiefer, MEd, CEIS
 In this intensive workshop, developmental theories and milestones, current brain research, and children’s play behaviors will be reviewed and applied to practice. 

The	impact	of	a	variety	of	factors	such	as	culture,	economics,	language,	health	and	others	will	be	explored	and	considered	for	impact	on	children’s	development	and	
family functioning. Common developmental disabilities and risk factors will be discussed and strategies for intervention will be developed in terms of child/caregiver 
interactions. Target Level: Beginner (Maximum capacity 50 participants) 

 CEIS Competencies:  1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.7, 3.2   

8:30 AM – 12:45 PM INTENSIVE 4 HOUR WORKSHOPS
TU3: Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) - Will You Know It When You See It?
 Colleen Ciccarello, LMFT, CEIS and Barbara Morse, PhD
	 Developmental	disabilities	resulting	from	prenatal	alcohol	exposure	are	seen	every	day	in	Early	Intervention	but	are	seldom	recognized	or	acknowledged.		The	new	

DSM	V	includes	a	diagnostic	category	called	“Neuro-developmental	disorder,	prenatal	alcohol	exposure”	(ND	-	PAE)	which	will	help	clinicians	recognize	and	address	
the early signs of fASD.  This workshop will provide the skills necessary to recognize “red flags” of fASD in the birth - three population.  

 CEIS Competencies:  1.3, 6.9 

TU4: Play as a Natural Assessment and Learning Opportunity
 Karin Lifter, PhD, Ashley Cameron, MS and Rachel Ruah, MS, CAGS
	 Play	is	significant	in	a	child’s	experience.	It	supports	full	inclusion,	provides	a	window	for	assessing	development,	and	is	a	critical	domain	area	for	Early	Intervention.		

Limited	contemporary	empirical	research	on	development	in	play	serves	as	a	barrier	to	 informing	play	goals.	 	 In	this	workshop,	new	and	expanded	data	will	be	
presented	on	500	children,	with	and	without	disabilities,	ranging	in	age	from	8	months	to	five	years.	This	workshop	will	explore	the	different	categories	of	play,	how	
it	relates	to	development,	and	how	play	can	be	maximized	in	Early	Intervention.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.7, 6.4, 6.5, 8.4 

TU5: Feeding Picky Eaters: Beyond the Chicken Nugget! 
 Edith Benisty, OTR/L, CEIS and Jennifer Scholl, Parent
 Whether you are performing the feeding or coaching someone who is, this workshop is for you!  This workshop will review toddler feeding skills, habits, and nutritional 

guidelines,	discuss	the	power	struggles	that	picky	eating	can	bring	into	a	relationship,	and	examine	the	factors	that	affect	toddler	meal	success.	Participants	will	
establish	“rules	to	live	by”	when	feeding	a	picky	eater,	develop	strategies	to	expand	the	palate	and	increase	tolerance	to	new	foods.		Menus,	shopping	lists,	quick	
techniques for creating weekly meal plans and great recipes to feed the whole family will be shared with  tasting opportunities provided.  feeding a child is one of the 
core responsibilities associated with our image of success as a parent or caregiver. Participants will leave feeling empowered to try new things and be creative.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.3, 6.4, 6.7, 6.9 
  

10:45 PM – 4:00 PM INTENSIVE 4 HOUR WORKSHOPS
TU6: Red Flags:  Vision Loss, Hearing Loss, and Deafblindness 
 Brenda Allair, MEd, TVI and Melissa Adams, LCSW, CEIS
 Infants and toddlers with vision and hearing loss or dual-sensory impairment are at increased risk for developmental concerns.  early identification and referral 

to Specialty Service Providers provide important supports and strategies to promote positive outcomes for children and families. This training will provide early 
Intervention staff and families information regarding “red flags” that may indicate vision loss, hearing loss, or dual sensory impairment, and how to access services.

 CEIS Competencies:  3.5, 6.7

2	 7:30		–		 8:30		 Registration/Exhibits	•	Continental	Breakfast
 8:30  –  4:00  full-Day Workshop:  TU1
 8:30  –  12:45  Intensive 4 Hour Workshops:  TU3, TU4 and TU5
 8:30  –  10:30  Workshop C Sessions
	 10:30		–		 10:45		 Break/Exhibits
 10:45  –  4:00  Intensive 4 Hour Workshops: TU6, TU7 and TU8
 10:45  –  12:45  Workshop D Sessions
	 12:45		–		 2:00		 Lunch/Exhibits
 2:00  –  4:00  Workshop E Sessions Unless otherwise noted, target for workshops is all levels of experience/interest 

TUESDAY, MAY 10, 2016

Schedule Day

TU7: The Basics Behind Working with Pediatric Feeding Disorders
 Jessica Ironman, MS, CCC-SLP
 This workshop will provide an introduction to feeding disorders and provide ways for clinicians to identify and refer to appropriate professionals.   Specific attention 

will be paid to typical development of feeding, red flags of feeding problems, biomedical etiologies which delay feeding progress, and functional tools to assess and 
problem-solve a large variety of common feeding problems. Participants will have an opportunity to review several case studies and identify both typical and atypical 
development of feeding. Target Level: Beginner

 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.7, 6.9 

TU8: Techniques and Tips for Your Sensory Tool Kit  
 Lisa van Gorder, OTR/L, CEIS
 This workshop will give both clinicians and caregivers an understanding of what is a sensory processing disorder.  focus will be on the ability to identify what may or 

may not be sensory issues, strategies on how to treat issues in the home and community, and how to use strategies to foster development. Additionally, this workshop 
will also address how to use sensory activities to increase attention and create a functional sensory diet.  (Maximum capacity 40 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.7
 
8:30 am – 10:30 am Workshop C Sessions
C1:   Pink Flag Early Risks of Autism Spectrum Disorder: A Clinical and Parent Perspective 
 Caitlin Nichols, Ph.D., Kelley Henry, Psy.D, BCBA-D, LABA, Linda Daniel, Psy.D and Maribeth Moss, Parent
 This workshop will discuss the earliest risk markers of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) recognized in recent research and clinical practice.  research on infant behavior 

for children at elevated risk for ASD, as well as reports of earliest parent concerns, will be reviewed.  licensed psychologists will discuss the process of moving from 
first	concerns	to	screening	and	from	diagnosis	to	intervention.	Finally,	a	parent	will	discuss	her	experience	with	early	identification	and	diagnosis	for	her	child.	

 CEIS Competencies:  2.4 

C2:   Understanding Vision: Critical for Early Intervention Success 
 Kathy Majzoub, RN, MBA, Gayathri Srinivasan, OD, and Danielle Ledoux, MD
 early detection and treatment of vision problems is critical to ensuring a child’s visual health. untreated vision problems in childhood can lead to permanent 

impairment.		Children	requiring	Early	Intervention	services	are	at	high	risk	for	having	vision	problems.		This	workshop	will	explore	vision	development,	how	vision	
conditions interfere with normal development, treatment for common conditions, and challenges faced by families and caregivers of children requiring treatment. 

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.

C3:   Understanding and Supporting Children and Families Affected by Substance Abuse and Trauma
 Karen Welling, MSW and Susan O’Donnell, MS, LMHC
	 In	this	workshop,	participants	will	explore	and	understand	the	effects	of	parental	substance	abuse	and	trauma	in	young	children.	Examples	from	personal	experience,	

lecture, case presentations, videos, and activities will illustrate key principles and demonstrate strategies participants can employ to support children and families by 
building social-emotional competence and resilience. Participants will learn and practice basic motivational interviewing skills for working with caregivers. Secondary 
trauma will also be discussed. 

 CEIS Competencies:  1.6, 6.8 

C4:  The Mind-Body Connection:  Making Calm Your New Normal Note: This workshop is repeated on Monday
 Beth Williamson-Ruse, MSW, CEIS
 feeling stressed out? overwhelmed? This inspiring and informative workshop will provide a “tool kit” of techniques that you can use to promote positive changes in your life. 

Participants will be introduced to the principles of the mind-body connection with focus placed on teaching self-care practices such as breathing techniques, mindfulness and 
appreciation. These research-based techniques have been shown to reduce the effects of stress and help create more calm in your life. (Maximum capacity 45 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.   

C5:  Creating Healthy Habits and Supporting Positive Behaviors
 Chrissy Collins, MA, CEIS, Parent Mentor
 Is parenting harder than you imagined?  Wanting to shift your days from chaos to calm?  This engaging workshop will help bring more confidence and ease to your 

parenting or home teaching.  focus will be teaching practical solutions for parenting challenges such as tantrums, whining and power struggles. 
 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.8  

C6:   Unintended Consequences: The Impact of Second-Hand and Third-Hand Smoke on Families
 Louise Katz, MSW, LICSW
	 This	workshop	will	review	current	data	on	the	dangers	of	second	and	third-hand	smoke	and	explore	intervention	techniques	for	approaching	parents	who	smoke	to	

assist	them	with	reducing	and/or	eliminating	smoke	and	chemical	exposure	to	children.	(Maximum capacity 30 participants)
 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop    

C7:   Understanding the “F” in the IFSP
 Darla Gundler, MA, Kris Martone-Levine, MA, and Liz Cox 
 This workshop will increase participants’ understanding of the important role of family members and caregivers as active members of the IfSP Team. Be better 

prepared to make the most of your services by learning about how the following are reflected in your family’s unique IfSP: the IfSP process; the core values and key 
principles of the MA eI System; how children learn; family routines; and, child and family outcomes.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.8, 3.6    

 10:45 AM – 12:45 PM WORKSHOP D SESSIONS
D1:   Managing Stress, Anger and Anxiety Through Yoga, Art and Meditation 
 Melissa Oddi-Morrison, MAE, BFA  
 When confronted with a difficult therapy task or a long day, a child with a disability can easily become frustrated and stressed out with daily activities. Being a parent 

or	caregiver	of	a	child	with	challenges	can	also	be	stressful.		Some	of	this	stress	can	interrupt	family	harmony.	This	workshop	will	explore	techniques	to	help	alleviate	
the stress, and quiet the mind and body, of a challenged child and family. The use of meditation, breathing techniques, art, and yoga to help manage a family’s daily 
life will be discussed. (Maximum capacity 25 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.8 

D2:   If You’re hAPPy and You Know It: Make and Take Displays for Co-Learning with Apps
 Lauren Marble, MS, CCC-SLP
 Children	love	technology	and	many	are	savvier	than	adults	with	iPads.	Apps	are	excellent	tools	to	supplement	a	clinician’s	toolbox	as	part	of	a	total	communication	

approach.  research supports using joint media engagement with technology to enhance children’s learning. In this workshop, participants will design evidence-based 
visual	supports	that	can	be	used	to	enhance	language	learning	for	children	with	communication	delay	or	disorder,	and	support	transfer	of	skills	to	“real	life”	contexts.  
(Maximum capacity 25 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.6, 6.9   

D3:  Navigating Autism Spectrom Disorder and Family Empowerment 
 Liz Ferriero, BA, CEIS, Lauren Bartolotti, MA, and Shari King, MA
 This	workshop	will	explore	a	unique	parent-to-parent	support	program	through	the	Autism	Network	Program	at	Boston	Medical	Center	called	the	Parent	Leadership	in	

Autism	Network	(PLAN).		 In	this	program,	families	are	matched	to	trained	PLAN	parents	who	provide	expertise	and	experience	navigating	their	child’s	diagnosis.	This	
workshop	will	help	participants	understand	the	caregiver	experience,	gain	resources	and	information,	and	learn	how	to	implement	a	model	similar	to	PLAN.	  

 CEIS Competencies:  3.3, 3.5
   



TU7: The Basics Behind Working with Pediatric Feeding Disorders
 Jessica Ironman, MS, CCC-SLP
 This workshop will provide an introduction to feeding disorders and provide ways for clinicians to identify and refer to appropriate professionals.   Specific attention 

will be paid to typical development of feeding, red flags of feeding problems, biomedical etiologies which delay feeding progress, and functional tools to assess and 
problem-solve a large variety of common feeding problems. Participants will have an opportunity to review several case studies and identify both typical and atypical 
development of feeding. Target Level: Beginner

 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.7, 6.9 

TU8: Techniques and Tips for Your Sensory Tool Kit  
 Lisa van Gorder, OTR/L, CEIS
 This workshop will give both clinicians and caregivers an understanding of what is a sensory processing disorder.  focus will be on the ability to identify what may or 

may not be sensory issues, strategies on how to treat issues in the home and community, and how to use strategies to foster development. Additionally, this workshop 
will also address how to use sensory activities to increase attention and create a functional sensory diet.  (Maximum capacity 40 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.7
 
8:30 am – 10:30 am Workshop C Sessions
C1:   Pink Flag Early Risks of Autism Spectrum Disorder: A Clinical and Parent Perspective 
 Caitlin Nichols, Ph.D., Kelley Henry, Psy.D, BCBA-D, LABA, Linda Daniel, Psy.D and Maribeth Moss, Parent
 This workshop will discuss the earliest risk markers of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) recognized in recent research and clinical practice.  research on infant behavior 

for children at elevated risk for ASD, as well as reports of earliest parent concerns, will be reviewed.  licensed psychologists will discuss the process of moving from 
first	concerns	to	screening	and	from	diagnosis	to	intervention.	Finally,	a	parent	will	discuss	her	experience	with	early	identification	and	diagnosis	for	her	child.	

 CEIS Competencies:  2.4 

C2:   Understanding Vision: Critical for Early Intervention Success 
 Kathy Majzoub, RN, MBA, Gayathri Srinivasan, OD, and Danielle Ledoux, MD
 early detection and treatment of vision problems is critical to ensuring a child’s visual health. untreated vision problems in childhood can lead to permanent 

impairment.		Children	requiring	Early	Intervention	services	are	at	high	risk	for	having	vision	problems.		This	workshop	will	explore	vision	development,	how	vision	
conditions interfere with normal development, treatment for common conditions, and challenges faced by families and caregivers of children requiring treatment. 

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.

C3:   Understanding and Supporting Children and Families Affected by Substance Abuse and Trauma
 Karen Welling, MSW and Susan O’Donnell, MS, LMHC
	 In	this	workshop,	participants	will	explore	and	understand	the	effects	of	parental	substance	abuse	and	trauma	in	young	children.	Examples	from	personal	experience,	

lecture, case presentations, videos, and activities will illustrate key principles and demonstrate strategies participants can employ to support children and families by 
building social-emotional competence and resilience. Participants will learn and practice basic motivational interviewing skills for working with caregivers. Secondary 
trauma will also be discussed. 

 CEIS Competencies:  1.6, 6.8 

C4:  The Mind-Body Connection:  Making Calm Your New Normal Note: This workshop is repeated on Monday
 Beth Williamson-Ruse, MSW, CEIS
 feeling stressed out? overwhelmed? This inspiring and informative workshop will provide a “tool kit” of techniques that you can use to promote positive changes in your life. 

Participants will be introduced to the principles of the mind-body connection with focus placed on teaching self-care practices such as breathing techniques, mindfulness and 
appreciation. These research-based techniques have been shown to reduce the effects of stress and help create more calm in your life. (Maximum capacity 45 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.   

C5:  Creating Healthy Habits and Supporting Positive Behaviors
 Chrissy Collins, MA, CEIS, Parent Mentor
 Is parenting harder than you imagined?  Wanting to shift your days from chaos to calm?  This engaging workshop will help bring more confidence and ease to your 

parenting or home teaching.  focus will be teaching practical solutions for parenting challenges such as tantrums, whining and power struggles. 
 CEIS Competencies:  6.5, 6.8  

C6:   Unintended Consequences: The Impact of Second-Hand and Third-Hand Smoke on Families
 Louise Katz, MSW, LICSW
	 This	workshop	will	review	current	data	on	the	dangers	of	second	and	third-hand	smoke	and	explore	intervention	techniques	for	approaching	parents	who	smoke	to	

assist	them	with	reducing	and/or	eliminating	smoke	and	chemical	exposure	to	children.	(Maximum capacity 30 participants)
 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop    

C7:   Understanding the “F” in the IFSP
 Darla Gundler, MA, Kris Martone-Levine, MA, and Liz Cox 
 This workshop will increase participants’ understanding of the important role of family members and caregivers as active members of the IfSP Team. Be better 

prepared to make the most of your services by learning about how the following are reflected in your family’s unique IfSP: the IfSP process; the core values and key 
principles of the MA eI System; how children learn; family routines; and, child and family outcomes.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.8, 3.6    

 10:45 AM – 12:45 PM WORKSHOP D SESSIONS
D1:   Managing Stress, Anger and Anxiety Through Yoga, Art and Meditation 
 Melissa Oddi-Morrison, MAE, BFA  
 When confronted with a difficult therapy task or a long day, a child with a disability can easily become frustrated and stressed out with daily activities. Being a parent 

or	caregiver	of	a	child	with	challenges	can	also	be	stressful.		Some	of	this	stress	can	interrupt	family	harmony.	This	workshop	will	explore	techniques	to	help	alleviate	
the stress, and quiet the mind and body, of a challenged child and family. The use of meditation, breathing techniques, art, and yoga to help manage a family’s daily 
life will be discussed. (Maximum capacity 25 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.8 

D2:   If You’re hAPPy and You Know It: Make and Take Displays for Co-Learning with Apps
 Lauren Marble, MS, CCC-SLP
 Children	love	technology	and	many	are	savvier	than	adults	with	iPads.	Apps	are	excellent	tools	to	supplement	a	clinician’s	toolbox	as	part	of	a	total	communication	

approach.  research supports using joint media engagement with technology to enhance children’s learning. In this workshop, participants will design evidence-based 
visual	supports	that	can	be	used	to	enhance	language	learning	for	children	with	communication	delay	or	disorder,	and	support	transfer	of	skills	to	“real	life”	contexts.  
(Maximum capacity 25 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  6.6, 6.9   

D3:  Navigating Autism Spectrom Disorder and Family Empowerment 
 Liz Ferriero, BA, CEIS, Lauren Bartolotti, MA, and Shari King, MA
 This	workshop	will	explore	a	unique	parent-to-parent	support	program	through	the	Autism	Network	Program	at	Boston	Medical	Center	called	the	Parent	Leadership	in	

Autism	Network	(PLAN).		 In	this	program,	families	are	matched	to	trained	PLAN	parents	who	provide	expertise	and	experience	navigating	their	child’s	diagnosis.	This	
workshop	will	help	participants	understand	the	caregiver	experience,	gain	resources	and	information,	and	learn	how	to	implement	a	model	similar	to	PLAN.	  

 CEIS Competencies:  3.3, 3.5
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D4:   Understanding the Journey Through Grief, Acceptance and What Comes Next
 Helena Liedtke, Parent
 Based on her personal story, the presenter will guide families and professionals through her journey of loss, grief, acceptance and rising above. She will discuss what 

not	to	expect	and	where	to	look	for	support.	Information	about	resources	and	support	systems	available	to	families	will	be	shared.		This	presentation	is	not	simply	a	
tale of heartbreak.  It will educate participants not only of challenges, but also of choices and the potential for hopeful outcomes.

 CEIS Competencies: 3.6, 5.4   

D5:   Keeping the Wheels On the Bus: Applied Behavior Analysis After Early Intervention                                       Approved for 2.0 Type II BACB CEUs
 O. Sophia Johansson, Parent, Amy Weinstock, MS, and Steve Woolf, PhD, BCBA-D, LABA   
 In this workshop, early Intervention specialists, parents, and caregivers  will learn how to utilize health insurance benefits available through MassHealth and private 

insurance to secure medically necessary interventions for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, including Applied Behavioral Analysis. Attendees will acquire 
practical navigation strategies for acquiring and utilizing private insurance throughout a child’s transition from early Intervention, as well as some basic information 
about the importance of consistent behavioral interventions and supports.

  CEIS Competencies: 5.5       

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM WORKSHOP E SESSIONS

E1:   How to Build a Dad Friendly Early Intervention Practice:  Develop Skills to Engage Dads in Meaningful Conversations 
 Paul Melville, BS and Haji Shearer, BA
 In this workshop, participants will learn why reaching out to fathers is important, how to identify and overcome barriers to engaging fathers, and strategies to assist 

couples in communicating effectively.
 CEIS Competencies:  6.8

E2:   Working Effectively with Caregivers: Skills for Having Difficult Conversations
 Karen Welling, MSW
	 Working	effectively	with	caregivers	is	a	crucial	part	of	an	Early	Intervention	Specialist’s	job.	This	can	be	a	challenging	task	for	various	reasons,	including:	complex	family	

histories	and	presentations;	lack	of	specific	training	in	having	difficult	conversations;	and,	cultural	differences.	This	workshop	will	examine	engagement	and	difficult	
conversations from an eI consumer’s perspective; provide knowledge and practice in how to have successful conversations; and, emphasize the importance of self-
care.	This	workshop	will	expand	on	the	EI	principle	that	children	learn	through	relationships	by	demonstrating	that	their	caregivers	also	learn	through	relationships.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.8 

E3:  Behavior Management and Music                                                                                                            Note: This workshop is repeated on Monday 
 Meredith Pizzi, BS, MT-BC and Kristina Barbo Rio, BS, MT-BC
	 Enriching	musical	experiences	 in	early	childhood	can	 support	 the	overall	development	of	young	children.	This	workshop	will	 focus	on	music	 therapy	 strategies	

and interventions that can be used with young children to promote positive behavior throughout the day. Strategies will address transitions, daily living tasks, 
communication, and social interaction. Come ready to learn new songs you can use to build success and manage challenging behaviors at home and in the 
community. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.2, 6.5 

E4:   Coaching to Build Caregiver Engagement: Evidence from Deaf and Hard of Hearing Telepractice 
 Barbara Hecht, Ph.D, Marian Hartblay, MAT, MEd, LSLS, CertAVEd, and Janice Gatty, EdM, MEd, EdD 
 Coaching caregivers during early Intervention sessions has been identified as a primary means of enhancing parent-child engagement. How can providers assume this 

coaching role and what specific strategies are helpful to caregivers? Data collected from a 3 year tele-intervention project has helped to identify key components of 
effective	coaching	in	Early	Intervention	with	families	of	children	who	are	Deaf	and	Hard	of	Hearing.	Video	examples	of	specific	coaching	strategies	and	parent	feedback	
about the impact of coaching will be presented.

 CEIS Competencies:  3.2, 6.9 

E5:  Meeting the Needs of Children and Families With Life-Limiting Conditions
 Kathleen McAleer, MSW, LICSW, ACHP-SW
 Children and families who are living with life-limiting illnesses present early Intervention workers with unique challenges. This workshop will provide practical 

information about ways to assist families in preparing for end-of-life care, as well as offer information about ways to help after a child dies, whether the death was 
anticipated or sudden. 

 CEIS Competencies:  3.5, 3.6 

E6:  Using Assessment to Engage in Difficult Conversations about Autism
 Jackie Murphy, MA, Kendall Corkum, MA, and Alice Carter, PhD
 early Intervention providers are frequently faced with the challenging task of initiating conversations with parents to discuss concerns about a child’s development.  

This workshop will provide participants different perspectives on a multi-stage screening process.  A social-emotional sceener, an autism-specific screener, as well as 
an observational, play-based follow-up screener will be discussed.  The potential behaviors that accompany the screening process will also be presented.

 CEIS Competencies:  2.4, 3.4  

E7:   A Behavioral Approach to Supervision
 Susan Rapoza-Houle, MSEd, BCBA, LABA and Christian Benavides, PhD, BCBA-D, LABA
 This interactive workshop will introduce participants to the performance and competency-based protocols of Behavioral Skills Training (BST) which has widespread 

applications for skill development for staff, families, and children.  The application of these techniques will be described within a training model that combines online 
presentations with live competency practice.  (Maximum capacity 50 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.  

E8:   A Family Centered Approach to Special Needs Financial Planning
 Cynthia Haddad, CFP
 This workshop will provide a personal and professional view on special needs financial planning to help families build a firm foundation for their child’s future both 

during the lifetime of the parent and upon their death. An overview of the various factors involved in special needs planning including family and support, emotional, 
legal, financial, and government benefits will be provided. Presenters will also demystify various financial and estate planning tools, tips and strategies for parents, 
grandparents, providers and professionals.

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop. 

E9:   Families in Recovery: Understanding Addiction and How to Support Caregivers and Their Infants Born Exposed to Substances
 Katie Beer, RN and Kelly Petravicz, M.Ed., CEIS
 This workshop will provide a basic understanding of addiction and the maintenance methods utilized with a particular comparative focus on methadone and 

suboxone.		A	secondary	focus	will	be	on	developing	an	understanding	of	the	challenges	caregivers	and	families	deal	with	and	the	most	effective	support	strategies	for	
parents and their infants. Parent perspective will be a powerful component of this training.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.6  
  

View the brochure online at web.percs.info and register!
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Attachment Institute of New England, 
Inc.

Kathy Majzoub, RN, MBA
Prevent Blindness America

Susan Manning, MD, MPH
Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health

Lauren Marble, MS, CCC-SLP
Spaulding Eileen M. Ward Outpatient 
Center for Children

Amanda Martinage, MEd, 
OTR/L 
CASE Collaborative

Kris Martone-Levine, MA
Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Kathleen McAleer, MSW, LICSW, 
ACHP-SW
Changing Tide Associates

Paul N. Melville, BS
Parenting with Paul Melville

Holly Moriarty, BA
Freelance Writer  

Barbara Morse, PhD
Massachusetts FASD Task Force

Maribeth Moss
Parent

Jackie Murphy, MA
Thom Child and Family Services

Caitlin M. Nichols, PhD
Beacon ABA Services
Beacon Assessment Center

Donna Nimec, MD, MS
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital

Susan O’Donnell, MS, LMHC
Institute for Health and Recovery

Jennifer O’Leary, BS, MBA
Parent

Melissa Oddi-Morrison, MAE BFA
Memorial Early Childhood Center and
Maha Yoga Center 

Kelly Petravicz, MEd, CEIS
South Bay Early Childhood

Meredith Pizzi, BS, MT-BC
Roman Music Therapy Services

Katie Prins McCarthy, MBA
Boston Children Hospital Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Program

Susan Rapoza-Houle, MSEd, 
BCBA, LABA
Beacon ABA Services

Kristina Barbo Rio, BS, MT-BC
Roman Music Therapy Services

Lindsay Rosenfeld, ScD, ScM
Brandeis University, 
Heller School Institute for Child, 
Youth and Family Policy

Rachel Ruah, MS, CAGS
Northeastern University

Alison Schoenfeld, MS, CCC-SLP
Criterion- Medford Early Intervention 
Program

Jennifer Scholl
Parent

Megan Selchan, MA, LMHC, CEIS
Puzzle Pieces, LLC

Haji Shearer, BA
The Children’s Trust

Gayathri Srinivasan, OD
New England College of Optometry

Melissa Stern, MS, OTR/L
Thom Westfield Infant Toddler Services

Joanne N Travers, MIM, CIPP, KYT
Partners for A Greater Voice, Inc. 

Lisa van Gorder, OTR/L, CEIS
Integrated Children’s Therapies, Inc.

John Wall, PT, CPO
Wall Prosthetics and Orthotics

Lea Wandelmaier, MS
Thom Boston Regional Consultation 
Program

Amy Weinstock, MS
Autism Insurance Resource Center

Karen Welling, MSW
Institute for Health and Recovery

Beth Williamson-Ruse, MSW, 
CEIS
Beth Williamson-Ruse, LLC

Robyn Wolff, BS, OTR/L
Thom Charles River Early Intervention

Steve Woolf, PhD, BCBA-D, LABA
Beacon ABA Services

Dorie Zackin, MFA
Parent

Jessica Zakrajsek
Parent

Lori Zambernardi, PT, PCS
Mass General Hospital for Children 
North Shore Medical Center

D4:   Understanding the Journey Through Grief, Acceptance and What Comes Next
 Helena Liedtke, Parent
 Based on her personal story, the presenter will guide families and professionals through her journey of loss, grief, acceptance and rising above. She will discuss what 

not	to	expect	and	where	to	look	for	support.	Information	about	resources	and	support	systems	available	to	families	will	be	shared.		This	presentation	is	not	simply	a	
tale of heartbreak.  It will educate participants not only of challenges, but also of choices and the potential for hopeful outcomes.

 CEIS Competencies: 3.6, 5.4   

D5:   Keeping the Wheels On the Bus: Applied Behavior Analysis After Early Intervention                                       Approved for 2.0 Type II BACB CEUs
 O. Sophia Johansson, Parent, Amy Weinstock, MS, and Steve Woolf, PhD, BCBA-D, LABA   
 In this workshop, early Intervention specialists, parents, and caregivers  will learn how to utilize health insurance benefits available through MassHealth and private 

insurance to secure medically necessary interventions for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, including Applied Behavioral Analysis. Attendees will acquire 
practical navigation strategies for acquiring and utilizing private insurance throughout a child’s transition from early Intervention, as well as some basic information 
about the importance of consistent behavioral interventions and supports.

  CEIS Competencies: 5.5       

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM WORKSHOP E SESSIONS

E1:   How to Build a Dad Friendly Early Intervention Practice:  Develop Skills to Engage Dads in Meaningful Conversations 
 Paul Melville, BS and Haji Shearer, BA
 In this workshop, participants will learn why reaching out to fathers is important, how to identify and overcome barriers to engaging fathers, and strategies to assist 

couples in communicating effectively.
 CEIS Competencies:  6.8

E2:   Working Effectively with Caregivers: Skills for Having Difficult Conversations
 Karen Welling, MSW
	 Working	effectively	with	caregivers	is	a	crucial	part	of	an	Early	Intervention	Specialist’s	job.	This	can	be	a	challenging	task	for	various	reasons,	including:	complex	family	

histories	and	presentations;	lack	of	specific	training	in	having	difficult	conversations;	and,	cultural	differences.	This	workshop	will	examine	engagement	and	difficult	
conversations from an eI consumer’s perspective; provide knowledge and practice in how to have successful conversations; and, emphasize the importance of self-
care.	This	workshop	will	expand	on	the	EI	principle	that	children	learn	through	relationships	by	demonstrating	that	their	caregivers	also	learn	through	relationships.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.8 

E3:  Behavior Management and Music                                                                                                            Note: This workshop is repeated on Monday 
 Meredith Pizzi, BS, MT-BC and Kristina Barbo Rio, BS, MT-BC
	 Enriching	musical	experiences	 in	early	childhood	can	 support	 the	overall	development	of	young	children.	This	workshop	will	 focus	on	music	 therapy	 strategies	

and interventions that can be used with young children to promote positive behavior throughout the day. Strategies will address transitions, daily living tasks, 
communication, and social interaction. Come ready to learn new songs you can use to build success and manage challenging behaviors at home and in the 
community. 

 CEIS Competencies:  6.2, 6.5 

E4:   Coaching to Build Caregiver Engagement: Evidence from Deaf and Hard of Hearing Telepractice 
 Barbara Hecht, Ph.D, Marian Hartblay, MAT, MEd, LSLS, CertAVEd, and Janice Gatty, EdM, MEd, EdD 
 Coaching caregivers during early Intervention sessions has been identified as a primary means of enhancing parent-child engagement. How can providers assume this 

coaching role and what specific strategies are helpful to caregivers? Data collected from a 3 year tele-intervention project has helped to identify key components of 
effective	coaching	in	Early	Intervention	with	families	of	children	who	are	Deaf	and	Hard	of	Hearing.	Video	examples	of	specific	coaching	strategies	and	parent	feedback	
about the impact of coaching will be presented.

 CEIS Competencies:  3.2, 6.9 

E5:  Meeting the Needs of Children and Families With Life-Limiting Conditions
 Kathleen McAleer, MSW, LICSW, ACHP-SW
 Children and families who are living with life-limiting illnesses present early Intervention workers with unique challenges. This workshop will provide practical 

information about ways to assist families in preparing for end-of-life care, as well as offer information about ways to help after a child dies, whether the death was 
anticipated or sudden. 

 CEIS Competencies:  3.5, 3.6 

E6:  Using Assessment to Engage in Difficult Conversations about Autism
 Jackie Murphy, MA, Kendall Corkum, MA, and Alice Carter, PhD
 early Intervention providers are frequently faced with the challenging task of initiating conversations with parents to discuss concerns about a child’s development.  

This workshop will provide participants different perspectives on a multi-stage screening process.  A social-emotional sceener, an autism-specific screener, as well as 
an observational, play-based follow-up screener will be discussed.  The potential behaviors that accompany the screening process will also be presented.

 CEIS Competencies:  2.4, 3.4  

E7:   A Behavioral Approach to Supervision
 Susan Rapoza-Houle, MSEd, BCBA, LABA and Christian Benavides, PhD, BCBA-D, LABA
 This interactive workshop will introduce participants to the performance and competency-based protocols of Behavioral Skills Training (BST) which has widespread 

applications for skill development for staff, families, and children.  The application of these techniques will be described within a training model that combines online 
presentations with live competency practice.  (Maximum capacity 50 participants)

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop.  

E8:   A Family Centered Approach to Special Needs Financial Planning
 Cynthia Haddad, CFP
 This workshop will provide a personal and professional view on special needs financial planning to help families build a firm foundation for their child’s future both 

during the lifetime of the parent and upon their death. An overview of the various factors involved in special needs planning including family and support, emotional, 
legal, financial, and government benefits will be provided. Presenters will also demystify various financial and estate planning tools, tips and strategies for parents, 
grandparents, providers and professionals.

 CEIS Competencies:  Please note there are no EI Competencies for this workshop. 

E9:   Families in Recovery: Understanding Addiction and How to Support Caregivers and Their Infants Born Exposed to Substances
 Katie Beer, RN and Kelly Petravicz, M.Ed., CEIS
 This workshop will provide a basic understanding of addiction and the maintenance methods utilized with a particular comparative focus on methadone and 

suboxone.		A	secondary	focus	will	be	on	developing	an	understanding	of	the	challenges	caregivers	and	families	deal	with	and	the	most	effective	support	strategies	for	
parents and their infants. Parent perspective will be a powerful component of this training.

 CEIS Competencies:  1.6  
  

View the brochure online at web.percs.info and register!
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Neither MEIC nor PERCS is responsible 
for any presenter’s or participant’s 

statements, acts, materials, or omissions.  
The use of audio or video taping devices 

is not permitted except where noted.  
Seminar presenters, content, location, and 
date are subject to change without notice 

in the event of circumstances beyond 
our control.  Unregistered guests are not 

permitted in meeting rooms.



Complete the registration form below and submit with payment to secure your reservation.
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PAYMENT3

TUITION2

4

REGISTRATION FORM1

COURSE SELECTION

ONLINE 
web.percs.info

NOTE: Registrations postmarked/timestamped on or after April 25, 2016 and all on-site registrations will be assessed a $30.00 late fee. 

Continuing Location
EDUCATION CREDIT

SHERATON FRAMINGHAM HOTEL 
AND CONFERENCE CENTER

1657 Worcester Road
Framingham, MA  01701

The host hotel, The Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center, is a convenient 
location for this annual conference. reservations must be made by 

April 8, 2016 by 5:00 p.m.  to ensure special room rates and availability.  

Please call 508-879-7200 and refer to “Massachusetts Early 
Intervention Consortium” to obtain reduced rates.

Directions to the host hotel are available at 
www.sheratonframingham.com/directions

Ce credit will be provided at the completion of the conference for individuals 
who have pre-registered or as noted below.  

there will be a $25 fee for each Ce type requested. 

Individuals must attend the entire day, sign in and sign out, and submit 
completed conference and workshop evaluations which include an assessment of 
learning outcomes to receive Ce credit.  Credit will be issued for one and two day 

registrations.  Credit will not be provided for partial day attendance.

PERCS is the Continuing Education Division of 
Human Services Management Corporation (HSMC).

Psychologists: Human Services Management Corporation is approved by the 
American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists.  
HSMC maintains responsibility for this program and its content.  This program carries 
a	maximum	of	12.0	Continuing	Education	Credits.	

Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists:

This program is offered for up to 1.2 ASHA Ceus (Intermediate level; Professional area).

Occupational Therapists:  Human Services Management Corporation is approved 
by the American occupational Therapy Association to assign AoTA Ceus to those 
Ce activities that meet established parameters.  This program is offered for up to 1.2 
AoTA Ceus (occupational Therapy Process: Intervention; Domain of oT: Performance 
Skills).   The assignment of AoTA Ceus does not imply endorsement for specific course 
content, products or clinical procedures by AoTA.

Nurses: 	This	program	meets	the	requirements	for	a	maximum	of	14.4	contact	hours	
for nurses, as specified by the Massachusetts Board of registration in nursing – 224 
CMr 5.00.

Social Workers:  An application has been submitted to the Massachusetts 
Collaborative of nASW for Continuing education unit Approval.  Please contact PerCS 
at	(508)	473-3882	x282	for	information	regarding	the	status	of	this	application.

Counselors:  An application has been submitted to the Massachusetts Mental 
Health Counselors Association for approval to provide Category I Ce credits to those 
participants	who	attend	the	conference.		Please	contact	PERCS	at	508-473-3882	x282	
to find out if a Ce credit authorization number has been issued.

Behavior Analysts:  Human Service Management Corporation has been approved 
as an Authorized Type 2 Continuing education (ACe) Provider by the Behavior 
Analyst Certification Board (BACB).  The assignment of BACB Ceus does not imply 
endorsement for specific course content, products or procedures by BACB.  refer to 
individual workshop descriptions for information regarding BACB Ceu approval.

there is no Fee for ei competency Certificates or Certificates of Attendance. 

Early Intervention Specialists:  To receive competencies, participants must 
complete and return verification forms at the end of each day 

of the conference indicating workshops attended.  

These forms will be located in your conference folder.  EI Competency certificates 
will be issued to participants by the Early Intervention Training Center.  

They will be distributed by the end of June 2016.   
Educators:  Certificates of Attendance will be awarded reflecting contact hours.

CEU Questions:  
Email services@percs.info or Call (508) 473-3882 x282. 

For additional information regarding training content, learning objectives, presenter 
qualifications, instructional levels, PERCS’ privacy policy or the security of learner  records 
or to obtain learner record information or information on PERCS’ grievance policy and 
how to file a complaint, contact PERCS at 508-473-3882 x282.  For presenter disclosure 
information, visit web.percs.info.

All fees include a continental breakfast and lunch.
Early Registration:  registrations postmarked on or before Friday, April 1, 2016 
will be eligible for an early registration discount.  

On-Time Registration:  on-time registration fees will apply for registrations 
postmarked on or between April 2 – April 23, 2016.  Please refer to the registration 
form for the fee schedule.

Late Registration / Deadline:  registrations postmarked on or after April 24, 2016 
(including on-site) will be assessed an additional $30.00 fee.  Pre-registration will 
close when space is full or at 5:00 p.m. on April 29, 2016.  registrations postmarked 
(mail) or time stamped (online) after 5:00 pm on April 29, 2016 will not be processed 
but will be accepted on-site space permitting.  Please call PerCS at 508-473-3882 
x337	to	verify	availability	prior	to	arriving	on-site	to	register.

Confirmation will be sent upon receipt of payment 
and completed registration form. 

Cancellation Policy:  requests for refunds must be made in writing.  full refund, 
less a $50.00 service charge, will be made for requests postmarked on or before April 
25, 2016.  no refunds will be made thereafter.  refunds will not be made because of 
adverse weather conditions.  Substitutions are always acceptable with prior notification.

Parent/Caregiver Discount:  A discounted registration fee is available to parents of 
infants or toddlers with disabilities or children with disabilities age 12 or younger, with 
knowledge	of,	or	experience	with,	programs	for	infants	and	toddlers	with	disabilities.

Student Discount:  A discounted registration fee is available to students enrolled full 
time in an undergraduate or graduate educational program with a valid student ID.

note:  Registrations received via mail, fax or telephone 
are subject to a $5.00 Service Charge.

Duplication of Conference Brochure:  Permission is granted by MeIC/PerCS 
to duplicate and distribute any or all of this entire brochure for the purpose of 
disseminating to potential attendees.

if you require special accommodations due to a disability, please notify PeRCS 
at services@percs.info or 508-473-3882 x282 by April 1, 2016. 

Tara Cornell, BA
Associate Vice President of Communication and Training 
Professional Education Resources & Conference Services (PERCS)
Human Services Management Corporation (HSMC)

Dawn Hartnett, LICSW, CEIS
MEIC Conference Committee Chair
Pediatric Behavioral Health

Rhonda Meisel, LICSW, CEIS/D 
MEIC Board Liaison
Director, First Early Intervention Program 
Arc of the South Shore 

Jill Bercovitch-Blake, MA, LMHC, CEIS
Former EI Program Director

Karen Cassidy, RN, LCSW
Coordinator
Thom Western Regional Consultation 
Program

Cindy Ferguson, BS
Coordinator of Training Development and 
Conference Services
Professional Education Resources & 
Conference Services (PERCS)
Human Services Management Corporation 
(HSMC)

Darla Gundler, BA
Director, 
EI Parent Leadership Project
Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Jean Nigro, MS, CEIS
Director, 
Early Intervention Training Center
Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Registration

Planning Committee



Complete the registration form below and submit with payment to secure your reservation.

– ATTENTION EARLY INTERVENTION PARENTS –

PAYMENT3

TUITION2

4

REGISTRATION FORM1

COURSE SELECTION

ONLINE 
web.percs.info

NOTE: Registrations postmarked/timestamped on or after April 25, 2016 and all on-site registrations will be assessed a $30.00 late fee. 

note:  Register online! Check, credit card, and/or group payment options available.  Registrations received via mail, fax or telephone are subject 
to a $5.00 Service Charge. Checks must be received within 7 days of online registration or by the rate change deadline, whichever comes first.  
Confirmation will be sent upon receipt of payment and completed registration form

registrations postmarked:  on/Before April 1

$270 $180
$219 $150
$125 $75

$345 $230
$280 $180
165 $90

508-473-3882	x282

registrations postmarked:  on/Before April 2 - 24

The early Intervention Parent leadership Project invites you to dinner on Monday evening from 6:00 - 8:00 PM
followed by a dynamic parent networking meeting. There is no charge for parents. You must RSVP.

Monday, May 9th Selections:

q Monday     q Tuesday

KEynotE SESSIon

A1

C1

D1 tU1
tU3

E1 E6

M2M1

B1

A2

C2 C5

D2
tU6

tU4 tU5

E2 E7

M3

B2

A3

C3 C6 C7
C8

D3
tU7 tU8

E8E3

M4

B3

A4

C4

D4 D5
tU2

E9E4 E5

M5

B4

A5

B8B5

A6

B6

A7

B7

Tuesday, May 10th Selections: 

M1/tu2 is a Two Day Intensive Session. Participants must register for both sessions

requirements:
(1) Attend the entire day (6 training hours/day)
(2) Sign In and Sign out 
(3) Submit completed conference and workshop evaluations which 
 include an assessment of the achievement of learning outcomes 

I require a vegetarian lunch. Please contact PERCS at services@percs.info 
regarding dietary restrictions based on a medical condition.

q

508-473-3882	x282

Register online or send payment with registration to:
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